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Latest news 
 
In 2024, Gespa, in its role as “Swiss national platform” and reporting centre for suspected cases, was 
once again the focal point for the exchange of information between sports stakeholders, sports betting 
operators, the institutions of the Council of Europe Convention on the Manipulation of Sports Competi-
tions (Macolin Convention), other international partners and law enforcement authorities in Switzerland 
- and can once again present official data on the subject of match-fixing in light of its legal mandate. 
 
These figures are intended to create transparency but must be placed in the context of the regulatory 
environment. In Switzerland, sports betting may not be offered on events where there is an increased 
risk of match-fixing. This means that bets on sports, leagues, i.e. all sports competitions where it is 
known or can be assumed on the basis of Gespa's assessment that there is a significant risk of manip-
ulation, will not be authorised by Gespa in the first place. In turn, the various stakeholders are obliged 
to report suspected cases to Gespa if betting is permitted on the relevant competition in Switzerland 
(you can find out more about the relevant requirements below under the heading "Focus topic: The 
permitted betting offer") - or if the competition takes place in Switzerland. Therefore, if stakeholders 
based in Switzerland report to Gespa, this usually concerns sports and leagues that are considered to 
basically be integer. 
 
Also in 2024, alerts were received on sports competitions in several dozen countries on several conti-
nents1 . The number of alerts from the Group of Copenhagen, the network of national platforms, in-
creased again in the reporting year. However, Gespa still contributes the most to the flow of information 
with 43 reports compared to 81 from the other members combined. With regard to the reports received 
by Gespa, the reports from the Group of Copenhagen once again made up the largest proportion. This 
is an encouraging sign of the steadily growing importance of the Macolin architecture. 
 
Further reports were received from the organisational units of ULIS and Sportradar, which specialise in 
detecting cases of manipulation (and which essentially also fulfil the reporting obligations of the lottery 
companies and betting operators Swisslos and Loterie Romande). As far as can be seen, these two 
organisations report transparently and there are no problems with their cooperation. Among the sports 
organisations, it was once again UEFA that made reports (in the low double-digit range). Cooperation 
with UEFA can also be described as transparent and constructive. The other two players among the 
"big three" (to which we count FIFA, IOC and UEFA) of the international sports organisations based in 
Switzerland did not submit any (FIFA) or one (IOC) report(s) this year. There were no concrete indica-
tions in the reporting year that FIFA or the IOC had not fulfilled their statutory reporting obligations to 
Gespa. Nevertheless, it is surprising that these organisations do not have more information to share 
with the competent authority. 
 

 
1 This year, the statistical analysis of the incoming reports has been adjusted compared to the previous year, which is why the 
figures shown for the previous year (2023) differ in part from the figures in last year's report. The comparability of the figures 
within this report is guaranteed; where reference is made to figures from the previous year (2023), the evaluation was identical 
to the evaluation of the figures from 2024. 
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Once again, the majority of reports related to football, which, by far, also generates the largest betting 
volumes. The number of reports on football has almost doubled compared to the previous year. It is not 
possible to say with certainty what the reasons for this increase are.  
 
It stands to reason that the quantitative and qualitative improvement in communication within the Group 
of Copenhagen has led to this increase. Football receives increased attention due to its importance on 
the betting market; accordingly, an optimised exchange of information also leads to significantly more 
reports. Whether this is really the case and whether it is a sustainable development, or an outlier will 
become clear over the next few years. The figures for the other sports are once again very low and do 
not allow any conclusions to be drawn about possible trends.  
 
In this context, it should be remembered that changing figures - regardless of whether they are increas-
ing or decreasing - always require careful analysis. An accumulation of alerts can certainly be an indi-
cation of an increasing number of manipulations in a certain area. At the same time, an increase in alerts 
can also be due to intensified detection efforts - which should be viewed positively. Finally, the factor of 
chance should not be neglected in view of the still low number of alerts.  
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The number of competitions reported to Gespa as suspicious has risen from a high double-digit to a 
mid-three-digit figure. The number of reports to Gespa has also risen significantly. The number of reports 
is naturally higher than the number of competitions concerned, as several reports are regularly received 
for the same competitions (from different stakeholders) 
 
Gespa will continue to monitor the situation closely in the coming years. As mentioned, developments 
in the area of cross-border cooperation are positive. The number of states that have ratified the Macolin 
Convention has risen to 14 - over 30 other states have now signed it. The growing dissemination and 
acceptance of the convention goes hand in hand with increasing awareness and greater use of re-
sources in the various states.  
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The situation in Switzerland 
 
Reports with a clear link to Switzerland are still rare. In the reporting year, Gespa reported two cases to 
law enforcement authorities in order to clarify whether any criminal offences were committed in Switzer-
land. These cases involved anomalies on the betting market and conspicuous bets on competitions that 
took place abroad. As far as can be ascertained, there were again no convictions for match-fixing in 
Switzerland in 2024 
 
It should be noted that Swiss regulations permit anonymous betting in the terrestrial market - for example 
at kiosks - and also the anonymous collection of winnings directly at the point of sale if certain thresholds 
are not reached. These thresholds can be circumvented to a certain extent by so-called "splitting", i.e. 
placing several identical individual bets with lower stakes instead of one bet with a correspondingly 
higher stake. In many cases, this makes it difficult or impossible to trace the stakes in suspicious cases. 
 
When it comes to combating match-fixing, however, the focus is not only on the safe organisation of 
sports betting, but also on protecting the integrity of sport. There is no doubt that Swiss sport is not 
absolutely free from all forms of manipulation. Even the criminal provisions, reporting obligations, com-
petences and the associated international networking introduced by the Macolin Convention and its 
implementation in federal law will not be able to prevent cases of manipulation in every case. Nor do 
they guarantee that specific cases will always lead to a criminal conviction. However, they do make a 
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significant contribution to recognising negative developments at an earlier stage and enabling specific 
cases to be investigated more closely. The risk of large-scale manipulation going unnoticed in certain 
sports or leagues in Switzerland is significantly reduced by the current regulations. The protection of the 
integrity of sport is flanked by prevention and awareness-raising measures, in which the Federal Office 
of Sport, Swiss Olympic and the numerous affiliated sports associations play a crucial role. 
 
The objectives of creating the safest possible betting offer and at the same time protecting the values 
of sport mean that the permitted betting offer must not include any competitions where there is an in-
creased risk of manipulation. Analysing the incoming alerts therefore not only serves the purpose of 
being able to investigate specific cases of suspicion in more detail. It also enables Gespa to identify 
negative developments in connection with the existing sports betting offer and to adjust where neces-
sary. How Gespa goes about this and what the "authorised betting offer" list is is explained below as 
part of this year's focus topic. 

Focus topic: The permitted range of bets 
 
In addition to current developments, the national platform's annual report aims to provide a broader 
insight into the issue of combating match-fixing in Switzerland. This year, it explains why the two lottery 
companies are not allowed to simply offer any old bets on any old sports competitions - and how Gespa 
goes about determining the permissible offer 
 
Law and regulations stipulate that sports betting may not be offered on events that harbour an increased 
risk of manipulation. In particular, this includes sports competitions with no sporting value and bets on 
events that are of little significance for the outcome of the sports competition. An example of a sports 
match with no sporting value is a show match between two retired tennis stars, which is more or less 
exclusively about entertaining the spectators. An event that is of little significance to the outcome of the 
sports competition is, for example, a bet on which team will be awarded the first throw-in in a football 
match. 
 
Gespa publishes a list of permitted betting offers on its homepage. This list is clear and exhaustive and 
specifies the sports, leagues and types of betting that are generally permitted. The lottery companies 
are prohibited from offering bets on other events. At the same time, the lottery companies remain obliged 
to check whether there are any risks in individual cases that speak against the offering of certain bets, 
even within the framework of the generally permitted offer. 
 
The list is dynamic and is regularly updated. The list is generally extended at the request of the lottery 
companies. If such requests are submitted, Gespa examines the situation and either grants the request 
- or refuses to expand the list. In the examples of the show fight or the first throw-in, the request would 
be rejected. Typically, the risk of manipulation is also increased in competitions at a lower sporting level, 
i.e. competitions outside of the higher leagues. In certain countries and sports, however, even the high-
est leagues are known to be corrupt - and inclusion on the list is not possible and is not in the interest 
of the lottery companies either. Removal from the list may occur if there are indications that certain 
sports or leagues are increasingly struggling with cases of manipulation and the safe provision of sports 
betting appears to be jeopardised. 
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However, the situation is often not so clear. Then it needs to be analysed in detail - and a large number 
of questions are examined.  
 
How easy is sport to manipulate due to its nature and rules? Have there been cases of manipulation in 
the past - and if so, how consistently were they pursued by the federations etc. involved? What is the 
economic situation of the athletes? Can the risks of manipulation be countered by restricting the market 
or the types of bets? Does the event generate a high level of immediate attention (spectators, live broad-
casts, etc.) or can manipulation take place without any real risk of being discovered? 
 
This enumeration is not exhaustive and the answers to the above questions must again be interpreted 
in the overall context. For example, athletes who already earn a very high income thanks to sport gen-
erally have little incentive to jeopardise their career for a monetary advantage through manipulation. 
Conversely, however, this does not mean that sports in which salaries and prize money are particularly 
low are necessarily particularly susceptible to manipulation. Gespa's specialists always assess the over-
all circumstances and also regularly discuss these issues with their foreign colleagues and stakeholders 
from the world of sports.  
 
As mentioned, the Gespa list of authorised betting offers is publicly accessible at gespa.ch. Anyone 
interested in the topic is recommended to take a look at this list. On the one hand, it illustrates the 
breadth of the betting offer permitted in Switzerland and, on the other, the fact that the offer is based on 
clear regulatory and official requirements. The aim of the entire process is to enable the two lottery 
companies to offer an attractive yet secure betting service - while protecting the integrity of the sport as 
far as possible. 
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